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Focusing on Fukushima's beauty

By James Chan Kin-sing and Manon Pierre, for CNN
March 13, 2012 -- Updated 1006 GMT (1806 HKT)

Ei Recommend [ 51 people recommend this.

"In spring, the mist filled up each and
every space in the air," photographer
Frances Tong said of the Fukushima
she captured before the quake.

HIDE CAPTION

STORY HIGHLIGHTS Tokyo (CNN) -- Since last year's Tohoku earthquake, the scenes of
 To most people, scenes of devastation and Daiichi nuclear disaster immediately come to mind
Fukushima evoke death and when people hear "Fukushima."
destruction
+ Two photographers are Few see the beauty of Fukushima's landscape, both before the

determined to offer artistic

X quake and how it now remains.Two photographers, Frances Tong
alternative

and Katsumi Omori, respectively from Hong Kong and from Japan,
are determined to offer artistic alternative.

VERTISEMENT

"In spring, the mist filled up each and every space in the air. In
autumn, the falling leaves colored the forest and the sweet scent of Part of complete coverage on
maple leaves merged with every breath that | drew in ... and that's Japan rebuilds
the image of Fukushima that | can recall," said Tong, an amateur

Hong Kong photographer who went to Fukushima prefecture several
times before the earthquake_ Suicide victim's husband wants justice
June 21, 2012 -- Updated 0240 GMT (1040 HKT)

e T's Mikio Watanabe's Fukushima
home is contaminated with
radiation and filled with the
nightmares of his wife's horrific
suicide.

"Fukushima after the quake is no longer the Fukushima that | once
visited," said Tong. "Despite the sad side of Fukushima, | want to
show its peaceful and hopeful side as well. The scenes of Fukushima
that I've seen on television are so dark and devastated."

Tong founded a charity organization called "Friends of Fukushima," Inside Fukushima's meltdown zone
which set up three photo exhibitions in Hong Kong showing 30 February 28, 2012 -- Updated 1624 GMT (0024 HKT)
photographs of Fukushima's mountains and lakes for charity. Earlier CNN gets s first tour inside

. ) . the Fukushima nuclear plant.
this year, $12,000 was raised and donated to Citizens Nuclear CNN's Kyung Lah reports from
Information Centre, an anti-nuclear organization in Japan, to help the the meltdown zone.
Fukushima nuclear plant workers.

Tong, a 36-year-old business development manager, discovered iReport: Share your stories
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Did events on March 11, 2011
affect your life? Share before
and after photos of your area,
or grab a video camera and let
us know what life is like today.

Fukushima prefecture's scenery during a business trip in
2007. Since then, Tong went to Fukushima every year to
capture the scenery on film. Tong says she feels a bond
with the prefecture's environment, including one
unforgettable sunrise.

e >

Japan pauses to remember tragedy

Kan: 'l felt fear' during nuclear crisis
May 28, 2012 -- Updated 1045 GMT (1845 HKT)

Former Japanese Prime
Minister Naoto Kan said he
was overwhelmed and afraid
during last year's nuclear
meltdown at the Fukushima
Daiichi plant.

"l woke up at 3:30 in the morning. | waited there for hours
with my tripod. | witnessed the rising sun gradually
lightening up the sky, from dark to dawn to morning. | felt
so light and relaxed, as if | was merged with nature," said
Tong.

Rather than looking back in the past, Katsumi Omori chose

'We must face reality of this disaster to show the existing beauty of Fukushima. Evacuee's suicide a sad reminder

May 29, 2012 -- Updated 1801 GMT (0201 HKT)
A Fukushima Prefecture
evacuee made a brief visit to
his radiation-contaminated
home, walked to his shuttered
shop, and then hanged
himself.

Right after the quake, Omori, who lives in the Tokyo
suburb of Urayasu, felt the need to go to the affected areas last April.

"The world has changed. It wasn't what it was before," the 48-year-
old said. "l had to see it for myself."

Without any precise idea of what would be seen in the area, he Gallery: Then and now

decided to head to Fukushima to take pictures of "sakura". These ;See h°‘("| afiaz hit :’Yf‘theth
Japanese cherry blossoms are the main theme of his ongoing artistic df:;:{:: ::d iowfh:y T’Oroke
project since 2001, consisting largely of photos taken in Tokyo and today.

his neighborhood.

.S.akura is pla.nted b_y.peo;:Ie. | Wf:mted to see how those people are What Fukushima did to the ocean
living and their conditions," he said. March 11, 2012 -- Updated 0519 GMT (1319 HKT)

— Scientist Ken Buesseler looks
His sakura photo series was presented to the British public in at what's known -- and not

.k - about the |
"Everything Happens for the First Time", his solo exhibition held in nown - about he largest

accidental release of
London, August 2011. radioactivity into the ocean.

"People who were expecting to see the massive devastation caused
by the tsunami and the earthquake might have been disappointed,”
he said. "Those who saw my work as an artistic expression of my
feelings told me that they really like my exhibition."

Inside Fukushima's 'cold' reactors
February 29, 2012 -- Updated 1046 GMT (1846 HKT)

1 Twisted metal beams still jut
from the top of Japan's
Fukushima Daiichi stricken

i X reactors, almost one year after
Omori wanted to show the "unseen" which has not been exposed by 1 < amassive tsunami triggered
the media. He believed that, as a photographer, his job is to capture nuclear meltdown.

things out of the ordinary rather than what is easily seen.

More
Some people told him they felt natsukashi, or "nostalgia” in

Japanese, when looking at his pictures. Being a photographer for 20
years, he observed that artists' attitude has somewhat changed after
this disaster. Most Popular »
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Whoa dude! Psychedelic radioactive trees...cool!!
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There is so much to take in......
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Very cool pics, amazing flora.
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